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We Are Different 


1. CALLED OuT OF DARKNESS INTO His LIGHT 


1 Peter 2:9 
But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you 
may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light. 


You and | are God’s “own special people.” If you are a Christian—a believer—you 
qualify! The Bible explains that the reason we are “a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people” is because we are supposed to be 
proclaiming, publishing, and declaring the praises, the excellencies, the wonderfulness, 
and the attributes of the One who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. So, 
when people see us, Christians, they need to see how excellent, virtuous, perfect, and 
wonderful the God who called us IS. You and | are here on earth to make God look good! 


The Bible says that we have been called “out of darkness into his light.” We were once 
living in an environment of darkness. It shaped our thought processes, behaviors, and 
cultures. But God pulled us out of that and brought us into light. Now light is our 
environment, and it shapes our thought processes, behaviors, and cultures. And 
because we are light and not part of darkness, we really ARE different. Amen! 


Darkness—As Explained In The New Testament 
A Place Where Those Doing Evil Deeds Hide 


John 3:19 
And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds were evil. 


Men loved darkness more than light because their deeds were evil. So, darkness is a 
place where those who do evil things want to hide. 


The Power of satan 


Acts 26:18 

To open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, 
that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith 
in Me. 
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The Lord told Paul, “Il want you to bring people out of darkness into light; from the 
power of satan to God.” So, the word “darkness” refers to the power of satan. 


Those Who Are Spiritually Blind 


Romans 2:19 
And are confident that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness. 


Realm of the Unsaved 


2 Corinthians 6:14-15 

14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with 
lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? 

15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? 


In 2 Corinthians 6:14 and 15, the word “darkness” is referred to as the realm of the 
unsaved—the realm of unrighteousness, the domain of satan. 


The Demonic Rulers of Darkness 


Ephesians 6:12 
For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this age against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 


We fight against demons of darkness—rulers of darkness. So once again, darkness is 


referred to as the realm in which demons operate. It is definitely not a nice environment 
to be in! 


Light—As Explained In The New Testament 


The Good News for all of us, believers, is that we have been brought out of darkness and 
into light. 


Jesus Is the Light 
Those following Jesus will not walk in darkness. 


John 8:12 
Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk 
in darkness, but have the light of life.” 
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John 12:46 
| have come as a light into the world, that whoever believes in Me should not abide in darkness. 


The Kingdom of the Lord Jesus 
Light refers to the Kingdom of the Lord Jesus. 


Colossians 1:13 
He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His 
love. 


Children of the Day 


1 Thessalonians 5:5 
You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness. 


God is light and there is no darkness in Him. So the word “light” in the New Testament 
refers to the domain where God is. 


1 John 1:5-6 

5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is 
no darkness at all. 

6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the 
truth. 


Ephesians 5:8,11 
8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light. 
11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them. 


We were once darkness, but now we are light in the Lord. And we must not participate 
in the unfruitful works of darkness. 


Romans 12:1-2 

1 | beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 

2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you 
may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 


The Message Bible explains the same verse as “Don’t become so well-adjusted to your 
culture that you fit into it without even thinking” (Romans 12:2a). 


Conformed = to take on the form, fashion, or appearance of another. 
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It could refer to any habit, manner, dress, or style of living that the world has taken on. 
Age(Gr.) ‘Aion’ = age, or generation of people. 
Transformed = put on another form. 


There is supposed to be a real and radical difference in our way of living, as believers. 
We were once darkness but now we are light in the Lord and hence we ought to walk as 
children of light. The word “walk” does not refer to just where we tread, but refers to 
our whole existence—our lives, the way we live, our behaviors, in essence everything in 
our lives—that should be patterned after those who live in the light and not after those 
who live in darkness. When we walk as somebody who is in the light, we are going to 
run against those who are in darkness. Because the world is darkness and we are light, 
we may seem weird to them. We may seem like aliens to them and they may not 
understand us. Why? Because we are light! And we are going to be totally opposite to 
those who are in darkness. 


The Bible instructs us to walk as children of light. So we will go in a different direction 
from the people of darkness. We are different! We should not have fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them. Because we are people of light, 
we have to walk according to the light. We ought not to have any fellowship or 
partnership with those in darkness. When we talk about the word “fellowship,” we can 
picture two fellows in the same ship! The Bible warns us against “getting into” the 
world’s “ship” for we have no fellowship with those who are in darkness. Instead we are 
to expose them. We ought to drive or ride in our own ship—the ship of light. The world 
may be going in the ship of darkness but we cannot jump in there with them. We cannot 
have fellowship with the works of darkness—with the deeds of darkness. We cannot 
partner with them in the same works that they do, for we are light. 


The Word of God asks us not to pattern ourselves after the world but instead to be 
transformed. The word “transformed” as explained earlier comes from the Greek word 
‘metamorphose.’ |t is the difference between a caterpillar and a butterfly. So also, we 
ought to take on different forms, behaviors, and thought patterns. We should not be 
conformed to this world—taking on the fashion, appearance, habit, manner, lifestyle, 
and behavior of this world. 


When we are transformed, we are really different from the world. So, you and | cannot 
remain conformed to the world; we are called by God to be transformed, to be different 
from the world. 
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2. THE WorD OF Gob VERSUS THE WoRLD’S CULTURE 


The Word Of God Is A Higher Authority Than The Culture We Live In 


We must understand that the culture we live in is more influenced by darkness than 
light! We do not live according to the culture of the world, but according to the culture 
of light—the culture of the Kingdom that we are a part of. This “Kingdom culture” is 
spelt out for us in the Word of God. What may be acceptable in the world’s culture may 
contradict the written Word of God. But God expects us to obey His Word. When we live 
as one in the light, we are going to be different. We are going to be consecrated people. 
We are going to be His own special people who are publishing the praises of Him who 
called us out of darkness into His own light. 


Romans 12:2a, (Message Bible) 
Do not become so well adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. 


Many of us may be doing things just because it is part of the culture, we live in. Well, the 
Bible warns us not to just fit into the culture without even thinking about it. This is 
because what the Word of God says is far more important than the culture we live in. If 
there is something in the world’s culture that contradicts the Word of God, then our 
only choice should be to obey God’s Word for it supersedes our culture. That is why the 
Bible instructs us: “Do not be conformed to this world” (Romans 12:2a). 


The Greek word for “age” is ‘aion’ which refers to the behavior of the present time. Do 
not conform yourself to the culture of the world around you but instead be 
transformed. That is a command of God, not merely a suggestion. Amen! 
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3. WE Are DIFFERENT 


There are at least two areas in which you and | are different from the world. 
We Are Committed To Integrity And Honesty 


The world does not care about integrity and honesty because they are in darkness. But 
because the Bible says that we are people of light, we have to walk as children of light, 
committed to integrity and honesty. 


1 Peter 2:9-12 

9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you 
may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 

10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now 
have obtained mercy. 

11 Beloved, | beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul, 
12 having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, 
they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation. 


We ought to show forth the praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His 
marvelous light. As believers, we are called to walk honorably and honestly before the 
“Gentiles” —the unsaved world. Hence, as people of the light, we must be committed to 
integrity and honesty. When people look at us, they must realize that we are different, 
because we are committed to integrity and honesty. 


As Students 


For instance, in school or college assume that the invigilator goes out for a tea break 
when you are writing your exams and everybody else begins copying. And the person 
sitting next to you asks you to do the same. But you ought to refuse to copy or cheat in 
your exams, not because you are afraid that the invigilator will walk back in, but because 
you know you are a child of light. 


Also while doing your homework assignments, do not make a copy of the assignment 
done by your classmate and pretend it is yours. Why not? Because you are committed 
to integrity and honesty! 
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As Professionals 


As professionals too you should maintain integrity in your lives. You are not only a 
professional but also a child of the light, which makes you different from a professional 
who is in darkness. There may be two of you in the same area of business, but you may 
be two totally different people. And just because you are committed to integrity and 
honesty, you choose not to lie in your resume. 


When | was applying for my very first job, | had spent all my time up to that point in the 
university, doing research. When it was time for me to get a job outside the university— 
| did what everyone would normally do—give my resume to a placement agency. A 
friend of mine had introduced me to a placement agency in New Jersey, that was run by 
Indians. So | gave my resume to them with the hope of being easily placed in a good job 
as they had promised. Later | got a call from them saying that they needed to make 
certain changes in my resume. They “reworked” my resume and overnight | had about 
two to three years of work experience in companies | have never heard of! HERE WAS A 
CHOICE—I could either be a child of light and choose to be different or | could be a child 
of darkness and lie. | stopped interacting with the agency saying | could not use the 
resume they had prepared. My resume was a simple one-page resume and that was it! | 
then sent it out directly believing that God will provide me with a job in a good 
company, where | would learn some of the best practices that were in the industry. And 
He did! | did not have to lie or fake anything on my resume. 


While interviewing people for our organization, there was once a young man who had 
done fine in our technical test, and had come to talk to me in the last round of 
interviews. When | asked him who he worked for, he mentioned some company’s name 
and gave me their website address. But when | checked the URL he had given, it looked 
like that of a search engine company, and not the software development company that 
he said it was. When | rechecked with him, he replied that the company may have 
changed their website. Then when | asked him for their phone number he replied that 
he had changed his SIM card and hence did not have their number. | asked him for any 
of their landline numbers and he said he did not know that either. | asked him how it 
could be possible for him to work for that company for a year and yet not remember 
their landline number, whereas in most companies employees get to know their office 
phone numbers after working there for just a few days. The young man then finally 
admitted that he had lied about the work experience in his resume. 


A similar instance happened at a Christian conference in another city, where | had been 
preaching for three days. In between the sessions, | was introduced to a young man who 
had just moved to Bangalore and was looking for a job in a certain area of software 
development. | asked him his name, qualifications, and the background. He replied that 
he had “done a three-month course but was going on a five-year experience.” | needed 
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to understand what he meant by that and so had asked him to meet me when we 
returned to Bangalore. Later he met me and explained that he had been working with a 
pastor for two years, assisting him in full-time ministry. After a while, he felt the need to 
get a job and hence joined a professional course for three months. After that course, he 
wrote his resume stating that he had five years’ work experience, though he actually did 
not. He went on to add that he was telling me the truth only because | was a pastor. | 
did not know how to react but was glad that he had at least told me the truth. However, 
| was sad that someone who had been serving God in church full-time for two years 
would lie, just to get a job. 


The Bible says that we ought to walk as children of light, which means that there can be 
no compromise in our integrity, as professionals. As a Christian professional or 
employee, make sure you do not misuse office facilities. Even the Bible says so. 


Titus 2:9-10 

9 Exhort bondservants to be obedient to their own masters, to be well pleasing in all things, not 
answering back, 

10 not pilfering, but showing all good fidelity, that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all 
things. 


Encourage bondservants—employees in bond—to be obedient to their own masters, or 
to their own employers. Employees ought to be well-pleasing in all things and not be 
rude to their bosses. It is a biblical management principle. Employees should also not 
pilfer but show good fidelity, that they may adorn the doctrine of God as Savior in all 
things. So as a Christian employee, even if everybody else in your office does wrong, do 
not conform to that. You have to be different. It may even be part of your company’s 
unstated culture that in addition to the salary paid, employees avail whatever they want 
from the office. But because you are a child of light and have been called out of 
darkness to walk in that light, as an employee, you must take only what you are paid 
and worked hard for. 


How are you going to show the world that you are a child of God, amidst a perverse and 
a wicked generation? The Bible instructs us to live as people of integrity and to do all 
things without grumbling and complaining, so that we can show ourselves to be children 
of God, in the middle of a perverse and wicked generation. 


Philippians 2:14-15 

14 Do all things without complaining and disputing, 

15 that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world. 


If colleagues grumble and complain at office, and we also join in, then what is the 
difference between them and us? We need to show that we are children of light, by 
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doing everything without grumbling and complaining. Amen! 


For those of us employers who run businesses and make decisions about salaries for our 
employees, the Bible tells us not to exploit people or hold back wages. 


Leviticus 19:13 
You shall not cheat your neighbor, nor rob him. The wages of him who is hired shall not remain with 
you all night until morning. 


If you have people working for you, ensure they get paid on time. You may say that it is 
the “Indian company culture,” to sometimes hold back salaries. But listen, we do not 
belong to that culture but to the culture of God’s Kingdom! And God says that we ought 
not to hold back the wages of the person we hire. If your employee has done his job, 
pay him. 


Jeremiah 22:13 
Woe to him who builds his house by unrighteousness and his chambers by injustice, who uses his 
neighbor’s service without wages and gives him nothing for his work. 


Do not use your neighbor’s services, without giving him something for what he has 
done. Housewives, if you have maids working for you, do pay them on time. Be 
different. 


When | interview people, | ask them why they intend to quit their present jobs. Some of 
them tell me that they have not been paid for as long as six months! These are 
employees working in large companies with 700 people in it. God does not approve of 
such a work culture. 


A contractor, who had set up a huge rooftop for a big software company in Bangalore, 
had invested lakhs of rupees in getting the job done and yet had not been paid for two 
years. As children of light and as employers, we must learn to maintain integrity and 
honesty in all areas of life, including our speech and conduct. 


Ephesians 6:9 
And you, masters, do the same things to them, giving up threatening, knowing that your own Master 
also is in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him. 


During one of my meetings with a person, the host offered me coffee and | accepted. 
Another person with us refused saying that he just had breakfast. When | asked the host 
to join me in the refreshments, he replied that he was fasting. Immediately the other 
person who had just said he had breakfast said that he too was fasting, just to impress 
the host. | wondered what had happened to “integrity” among us Christians. Are we not 
supposed to be different from the world? Are we not supposed to be people of light? 
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Are we not supposed to be non-conformists to the world but transformed, and living 
according to the ways and thoughts of God? 


We Are Committed To Purity And Modesty 


1 Peter 2:11b 
Abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul. 


Stay away from fleshly lusts. As people proclaiming the praises of the One who called us 
out of darkness into His marvelous light, we ought to abstain from fleshly lusts. We must 
be committed to purity and modesty. 


Young Ladies 


A good example of a godly young lady is Rebecca St. James, one of the well-known 
Christian rock artists. She sings a lot of Christian songs that teens and twenties listen to. 
In an interview with Amy Goodman, for Familylife.com she spoke on a topic titled 
“Dedicated to Modesty.” The following is an excerpt from that broadcast: 


Rebecca says, “I suppose | have placed my own sense of attractiveness in different 
things. You know, because | know that the kind of things that | wear draws a certain kind 
of guy. And ultimately the guy that | want to have as a husband is a guy that’s 
committed to purity. He doesn’t want to lust. If I’m dressing kind of seductively in what 
I’m wearing, I’m going to be attracting a guy that is okay with that, and it almost says 
that I’m impure, but that he’s okay with that; whereas, if I’m dressing modestly, it’s 
going to attract a guy that respects that and appreciates that. So I’m okay with dressing 
that way. | like to wear funky, cool, modernclothes, and to find things that are modest and are 
not showing too much flesh and are not too tight. It’s very, very hard to find that. But it’s sucha 
worthwhile battle, because | so believe in being modest and not leading other young girls to do the 
wrong thing but also not causing my brothers in Christ to stumble and to I/ust. 


You know, a lot of times my dad, if he thinks that something, you know, is a little bit 
more on the edge than what | usually wear, he’ll say, “Oh, that’s a boy-getter outfit.” So 
he’ll kind of tease me about it, but it’s something that, really, he has a problem with, 
he’ll come straight to me. Sometimes Dad has this, | think, little girl, little daughter 
impression, you know, that makes him maybe be a little bit more critical of something 
that | would wear. Mom kind of balances him out. And so | think between the two of 
them, you know, over my teen years, especially, I’ve gotten some good balanced 
feedback. If it was just my dad, it might have been a little bit more erring to one side, 
especially the conservative side. They always encouraged me, and | suppose, especially 
my Mom through how she dressed, to wear things that were not showing too much skin, 
skirts and shorts that weren’t too short, things that weren’t too, too tight. It’s like | 
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always knew, deep down, that that was the right way to go too. And | wanted to live 
that way, too. | didn’t want to do something that would displease my parents, and | 
didn’t want to do something that would displease God or hurt other people. And so | 
think it’s my own sense of responsibility, as a Christian, before God, that | want to do the 
right thing. 


It is interesting, when | first started out in music, coats were kind of the ‘in’ thing, and so that’s 
fine, because, you know, you can be really modest with coats. Coats aren’t quite so cool right 
now. Youknow, funky tops and, alot of times, alot of fleshshowing in these topsis, kindof, the 
thingthatyouseeonTV,youknow, atthe stores, and trying to find something that is modest and 
funky and cool is difficult. 


| have a few guidelines that | use forthe things that | wear, both onstage and off. One of the things 
that |am very aware of is! want to wear pants, especially onstage, going around, you know, ina 
skirt would be very difficult, especially since! sing rock music. Also making sure that what | wear is 
not too tight, like showing every single curve. Like, eventhe top that I’m wearing right now, if |wore 
itjustas it is, it would be very, very tight, but I’m wearing two shirts underneath it so that it’s not 
quite so form fitting. That’s something that can really lead a guy onina bad way. It does, and we 
had a speaker at our churchshare with girls inour youth group a few years ago, and she said, “We 
have guys coming to this youth group complaining because they don’t know where to look.” You 
know, they’re coming to worship God and to draw closer to Him, and they’re seeing girls that 
have such tight clothes and not enough on, and they just don’t know where to look. And so it’s so 
distracting. Modesty is so key. A lot of girls, | think, don’t understand the power of how you dress 
and the impact it has ona brother in the Lord, on guys.” 


Let us look at one key statement from this excerpt. Rebecca states that the kind of 
things she wears will draw a “certain kind” of guy. Young ladies, if you dress seductively, 
you are going to attract those kind of guys. Do you want that kind of guy to be your 
husband? Some of you may still be unsure. What Rebecca says is so perceptive. If 
anyone should want to dress cool and look cool, it should be Rebecca St. James. She is 
up on stage singing before thousands of people, producing many albums and so on. | am 
sure she would love to dress cool, look cool, and attract a big crowd. Instead she says, 
“The way | dress, it’s so important, that | want to be modest, because | don’t want to 
lead other young girls astray. And | do not want my brothers in Christ to stumble and 
lust.” Here is a young famous girl who is committed to modesty, and has made her stand 
as a Christian very clear. 


Young ladies, you need to be different from other women in the world by being 
committed to purity and modesty. That may make you feel like the “ugly duckling” 
among your circle of friends, but the Bible says that it is the beauty of the inner spirit 
that God is looking for. 
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1 Peter 3:3-4 

3 Do not let your adornment be merely outward—arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine 
apparel— 

4 rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet 
spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God. 


Do you want to look beautiful in God’s eyes or in man’s eyes? Make your choice! 


1 Timothy 2:8-10 

8 | desire therefore that the men pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands, with out wrath and doubting; 
9 in like manner also, that the women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and 
moderation, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or costly clothing, 

10 but, which is proper for women professing godliness, with good works. 


Paul describes a prayer-meeting setting where men are lifting up holy hands and are 
looking heavenwards and then suddenly changes the topic saying, “/n like manner also, 
that the women adorn themselves in modest apparel.” Why would Paul address the 
issue of women’s clothing? | suspect they had the same problem way back then, as we 
are having today. Men do their best to lift up holy hands and look to God, but something 
else distracts them and pulls them down. And that is why Paul instructs women who are 
praying there to adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and moderation. 
Not with braided hair, gold, pearl, or costly clothing, but that which is proper for women 
professing godliness with good works. Young women, dress in sobriety in a way that 
shows reverence, that is discreet, that shows that you have some kind of self-control. 
The standard Paul sets for Christian women is to dress in a way that proclaims and 
professes godliness. Amen! So how do you choose clothes? Think on these things. Does 
it proclaim godliness? Does it proclaim God-likeness? Does it proclaim piety? Does it 
proclaim devoutness to God? This is what should determine your choice of clothing. 


Parents 


Notice the influence that Rebecca’s parents had on her life. She is a celebrity. But yet, 
they could influence the way she walks and the way she lives. Parents! You need to 
speak to your children, who are in their teens and twenties. Do not lag in your 
responsibility, saying that you will send them to church, and hopefully the pastor will 
talk to them about these issues from the pulpit. 


Older Women 


Titus 2:4-5 

4 That they admonish the young women to love their husbands, to love their children, 

5 to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God may 
not be blasphemed. 
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Paul asks older women to instruct the younger women to be discreet and chaste. To be 
“discreet and chaste,” means to be sober, virtuous, clean, innocent, and pure. This is 
God’s standard. 


The younger women may argue about how everyone else, including their friends dress 
exposing so much of the body, and why they alone must dress modestly. They may also 
think that if men have a problem with such dressing, it could only be their problem. 
Well, not really! Younger women need to be taught that the kind of dress they wear will 
attract exactly a similar kind of guy. So, it can become their problem too. Women should 
not dress in a way that is seductive. They should dress in a modest and decent manner 
that professes godliness, because they are daughters of light. The Word of God tells all 
of us not to be stumbling blocks and so older women need to train the younger women 
not to become thus. 


Young Men 


1 Thessalonians 4:3-5 

3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual immorality; 
4 that each of you should know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 

5 not in passion of lust, like the Gentiles who do not know God. 


God has not called us to immorality but to holiness. “For this is the will of God, your 
sanctification” you have been set apart for God. And one of the greatest challenges 
that young men face, is the lust of the eyes. 


1 Thessalonians 5:22 
Abstain from every form of evil. 


Stay away from all appearances of evil. For example, | admit it is very difficult driving 
around the streets of Bangalore. There may be praise and worship songs playing in the 
car to provide a spiritual atmosphere for you to commune with God while you drive, but 
as you drive along the roads you see a huge billboard with a scantily dressed woman 
standing beside a small car. You wonder if they are selling the woman or the car! And 
yet you dare not close your eyes in the fear of crashing into the bus in front of you! 


Even when we open some of our morning newspapers to read the news headlines, the 
first thing we see is not the headlines but scantily dressed women, in every page. So we 
may decide to change our subscription to another newspaper, only to find out that 
every paper is trying to keep up with the other papers! So we may stop subscribing to 
newspapers and decide instead to read the news on the Internet. We innocently click on 
a link, but the result is the same, since there is vulgarity everywhere. So, what should we 
do? 
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We Are Different 


Remember the chorus we used to sing in Sunday school: 


Be careful little eyes what you see 
Be careful little eyes what you see 
For the Father up above, 
Is looking downin love 
So be careful little eyes what you see. 


Things taught in Sunday school are often very profound. Those lessons seem to almost 
be prophetic in nature, for they are indicators of what we would face, even 50 years 
down the line. 


We ought to keep telling ourselves that we are children of light. We cannot prevent the 
first look, but we can definitely avoid the second glance. We may not have known the 
billboard was there and so we may have looked, but if we go past the billboard, and 
then turn around for a second glance, then we have a problem. We ought to be 
committed to purity and modesty in our lives because we are children of light and so we 
refuse the second glance. Amen! 


Standards For Dating 
Young People 


When you are dating, avoid getting physically involved and going to places where you 
are likely to do things that you do not want others to know about. Avoid being alone, 
just the two of you, and that too behind closed doors. You know everybody else may be 
getting physically involved, but remember you are different. You are committed to 
purity in your life. 


Parents 


Parents need to wake up. You need to speak to your teens and twenties. You may ask 
for help from the pastor to advice your son or daughter, but do not expect the pastor or 
the church to do what God made you responsible for. As long as your children are living 
under your roof and eating off your table, you are the boss. The church will teach them 
the Word of God, try to get them filled with the Holy Ghost, and mature in Christ, but as 
parents they are your responsibility. 


For example, if your son brings a girl home from his college and instead of staying in 
your living room, they choose to go to your son’s room, and close the door. You may be 
busy making a cup of tea for the girl, but if you find them alone in a closed room, please 
knock on that door, get them out of that room for they have no business sitting behind 
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closed doors in your house. You may fret that your son may not come back home to you 
the next day, if you do so. You may even excuse his behavior saying that he faithfully 
attends church, all the youth meetings, is a very godly boy, and so may not be doing 
anything wrong inside. 


Parents, remember that your young children have hormones. And we do not “de- 
harmonize” people at church! So while it may be true that your children are faithfully 
attending church, you are responsible for them at home. You have to enforce standards 
of purity and modesty that the Bible requires of us Christians. The church will do its part 
by telling them what is right and wrong. But when you allow your children to sit behind 
closed doors with a member of the opposite sex, in one moment of weakness, their 
hormones can overcome all the sermons they have ever heard in church and all the 
prayerful hands that have been laid on their heads. Parents need to put their foot down 
when it comes to dealing with their children or else you will realize one day that you 
have failed to set godly standards in your own home. 


Married Couples 


As married couples, we need to maintain purity in our lives. Husbands and wives must 
be committed to each other. We are Christians—people of the light! We must be 
committed to sexual purity and modesty in our own marriages. Husbands and wives, 
find your sexual needs met within your own marriages. Refuse to look outside. Others in 
the world may look outside for sexual fulfillment, but we are different. The Bible says, 
“But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special 
people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9). 


You and | have been called out of darkness to live as people of light. The Bible says we 
are light and hence we should walk as children of light. We have to be radically different 
from the world around us. In our places of work or profession, as an employee, as an 
employer, as a homemaker, we have to be radically different from those around us, for 
that is what God wants of us. As a young man, young woman, a parent, a husband, a 
wife, we are different. We are committed to purity in our lives and there is no 
compromise. Compromise always leads to captivity. The day we start compromising in 
our lives, we can be sure that we will be down into our own prisons. 
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Partner with All Peoples Church 


All Peoples Church ministers beyond its own borders as a local church by reaching out all 
across India, especially North India, with a special focus on (A) Strengthening Leaders, 
(B) Equipping young people for ministry and (C) Building up the Body of Christ. Several 
training seminars for young people, and Christian Leaders conferences are held 
throughout the year. In addition, several thousands of copies of books are distributed 
free of cost in English and other Indian languages with the purpose of equipping 
believers in the Word and in the Spirit. 


We invite you to partner with us financially by sending either a one-time gift or a 
monthly financial gift. Any amount that you can send to help us in this work across our 
nation will be greatly appreciated. 


You can send your gift by cheque / bank draft payable to “All Peoples Church” to our 
office address. Else you can remit your contribution directly by bank transfer using our 
bank account details. 


Account Name: All Peoples Church 

Account Number: 0057213809 

IFSC Code: CITIOO00004 

Bank: Citibank N.A., No. 5, M.G. Road, Bengaluru, Karnataka 560001 


Kindly note: All Peoples Church can only accept bank contributions from an India based 
bank account. When making your contribution, if desired, you can indicate the specific 
APC ministry area where you would like your contribution to be used. For additional 
details please visit apcwo.org/give 


Also, please remember to pray for us and our ministry whenever you can. 
Thank You and God Bless! 


FREE PUBLICATIONS 


A Church in Revival* Offenses—Don’t Take Them 

A Real Place Called Heaven Open Heavens* 

A Time for Every Purpose Our Redemption 

Ancient Landmarks* Receiving God’s Guidance 

Baptism in the Holy Spirit Revivals, Visitations and Moves of God 
Being Spiritually Minded and Earthly Wise Shhh! No Gossip! 

Biblical Attitude Towards Work Speak Your Faith * 

Breaking Personal and Generational Bondages | The Conquest of the Mind 

Change* The Father’s Love 

Code of Honor The House of God 

Divine Favor* The Kingdom of God 

Divine Order in the Citywide Church The Mighty Name of Jesus * 

Don’t Compromise Your Calling* The Night Seasons of Life 

Don’t Lose Hope The Power of Commitment* 
Equipping the Saints The Presence of God 

Foundations (Track 1) The Redemptive Heart of God 
Fulfilling God’s Purpose for Your Life The Refiner’s Fire 

Giving Birth to the Purposes of God* The Spirit of Wisdom, Revelation and Power* 
God Is a Good God The Wonderful Benefits of speaking in Tongues 
God’s Word—The Miracle Seed* Timeless Principles for the Workplace 
How to Help Your Pastor Understanding the Prophetic 

Integrity Water Baptism 

Kingdom Builders We Are Different* 

Laying the Axe to the Root Who We Are in Christ 

Living Life Without Strife* Women in the Workplace 

Marriage and Family Work Its Original Design 

Ministering Healing and Deliverance 





PDF versions of all the above books are available for free download from our church 
website at apcwo.org/books. Many of these books are also available in other languages. 
To request your free copy of these books, please send an email to 
bookrequest@apcwo.org 

* Available only as PDF 


Also visit our church website for free Audio and Video sermons, Sermon notes 
(apcwo.org/sermons), and many other resources you can use. 


About All Peoples Church 


At All Peoples Church (APC), our vision is to be salt and light in the city of Bangalore and 
a voice to the nation of India and to the nations of the world. 


At APC, we are committed to presenting the complete, uncompromised Word of God in 
the anointing and demonstration of His Holy Spirit. We believe that good music, creative 
presentations, brilliant apologetics, contemporary ministry techniques, latest 
technology, and so on, can never substitute the God-ordained approach of proclaiming 
the Word in the power of the Holy Spirit with signs, wonders, miracles, and gifts of the 
Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 2:4-5; Hebrews 2:3-4). Our theme is Jesus, our content is the 
Word, our method is Holy Spirit power, our passion is people, and our goal is Christlike 
maturity. 


With our main base in Bangalore, All Peoples Church has several other church locations 
in India. To get a current listing and contact information of All Peoples Church locations, 
please visit our website at www.apcwo.org/locations or send an email to 
contact@apcwo.org. 


Do YOU KNOW THE GOD WHO LovES You? 


About 2000 years ago, God came into this world as a man. His name is Jesus. He lived a 
perfectly sinless life. Since Jesus was God in flesh, everything He said and did revealed 
God to us. The words He spoke were the very words of God. The things He did were the 
actions of God. Jesus did many miracles on the Earth. He healed the sick and suffering. 
He opened blind eyes, unstopped deaf ears, made the lame to walk and healed every 
kind of sickness and disease. He fed the hungry by miraculously multiplying a few loaves 
of bread, calmed the storm and did many other wonderful things. 


All of these actions reveal to us that God is a good God who wants people to be 
well, whole, healthy and happy. God wants to meet the needs of people. 


So why then would God decide to become a man and step into our world? Why did 
Jesus come? 


All of us have sinned and done things that are unacceptable before the God who 
created us. Sin has its consequences. Sin is like a great unsurpassable wall between God 
and us. Sin separates us from God. It prevents us from knowing and having a meaningful 
relationship with the One who created us. Therefore, many of us try to fill this void with 
other things. 


Another consequence of our sins is eternal separation from God. In God’s court, the 
penalty for sin is death. Death is eternal separation from God in hell. 


But, the good news is that we can be free from sin and be restored to God. The 
Bible says, “For the wages [payment] of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life 
in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23). Jesus paid for the sins of the whole world when 
He died on the cross. Then, three days later He rose again, showed Himself alive to 
many and then went back into heaven. 


God is a God of love and mercy. He does not wish that any person be lost in hell. 
And so He came, to provide a way for the entire human race to be free from sin and its 
lasting consequences. He came to save sinners—to rescue people like you and me from 
sin and eternal death. 


To receive this free forgiveness of sins, the Bible tells us that we have to do just one 
thing—accept what the Lord Jesus Christ did on the cross and to believe in Him whole- 
heartedly. 


“,.. through His name, whoever believes in Him will receive forgiveness of sins” (Acts 
10:43). 


.. “That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that 
God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9). 


You too can receive forgiveness and cleansing for your sins if you will believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. 


The following is a simple prayer to help you make a decision to believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ and what He has done for you on the cross. This prayer will help you express 
your acceptance of what Jesus has done for you and receive forgiveness and cleansing 
for your sins. This prayer is only a guideline. You can also pray in your own words. 


Dear Lord Jesus, today, | have understood what You did for me on the cross. You 
died for me, you shed Your precious blood and paid the penalty for my sins, so that | 
could be forgiven. The Bible tells me that whoever believes in You will receive forgiveness 
for their sins. 


Today, | make a decision to believe in You and to accept what You did for me, by 
dying for me on the cross and rising again from the dead. | know | cannot save myself by 
my own good works, neither can any other human save me. | cannot earn forgiveness for 
my sins. 


Today, | believe in my heart and say with my mouth that You died for me, You paid 
the penalty for my sins, You rose again from the dead, and by faith in You, | receive 
forgiveness and cleansing for my sins.. 


Thank You Jesus. Help me to love You, to know You more and to be faithful to You. 
Amen. 


DOWNLOAD THE FREE APP! 


Search for 


"All Peoples Church Bangalore" 
in the App or Google play stores. 
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A daily 5-minute video devotional. 

A daily Bible reading and prayer guide. 

5-minute Sermon summary. 

Toolkit with Scriptures on various topics to build faith and information to 
share the Gospel. 


Resources with sermons, sermon notes, TV programs, books, music and more. 


IF YOU LOVE IT, TELL OTHERS ABOUT IT! 


All Peoples Church Bible College 
apcbiblecollege.org 





Bible College 


& VINETAY TRAINS CERTS 


All Peoples Church Bible College and Ministry Training Center (APC-BC), in Bangalore, India, 
provides Spirit-filled, anointed, hands-on training and equipping for ministering in the 
supernatural power of the Holy Spirit along with doctrinally sound and intellectually stimulating 
study of God's Word. We believe in developing the whole person for ministry emphasizing godly 
character, deep roots in the Word of God, and powerful demonstrations of signs, wonders and 
miracles—all flowing out of an intimate relationship with the Lord. 


At APC-BC in addition to sound teaching we emphasize the love of God in demonstration, the 
anointing and presence of the Holy Spirit and the supernatural work of God. Several young men 
and women have been trained and sent out to fulfill God's call over their lives. 


We offer three programs: 


> One-year Certificate in Theology and Christian Ministry (C.Th.) 
> Two-year Diploma in Theology and Christian Ministry (Dip.Th.) 
> Three-year Bachelor’s in Theology and Christian Ministry (B.Th.) 


Classes are held each weekday, Monday to Friday from 9:00am-1pm. Day scholars, working 
professionals, and homemakers can attend these classes and continue with their workday after 
1pm. Separate hostel facilities are available for men and women who desire to be residential 
students. Students participate in field work, special seminars, prayer and worship times in the 
afternoon sessions, each weekday from 2pm-5pm. The afternoon sessions are optional for day 
scholars (non-residential students). All students are encouraged to serve at one or more local 
churches over the weekends. 


To apply online, and for more information about the college, curriculum, eligibility criteria, 
tuition costs and to download the application form, please visit: apcbiblecollege.org 


APC-BC is accredited by the Nations 
Association for Theological 
Accreditation (NATA). 





You and | are God's “own special people.” If you are a 
Christian—a believer—you qualify! The Bible says that the 
reason we are “a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, His own special people” is because we are supposed to 
be proclaiming, publishing and declaring the praises, the 
excellencies, the wonderfulness, the attributes of the One who 
called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. 


So when people see us Christians, they need to see how 
excellent, virtuous, perfect and wonderful the God who called 
us IS. 


You and | are here on earth to make God look good! WE 
ARE DIFFERENT! 


Ashish Raichur 


All Peoples Church & World Outreach 
# 319, 2nd Floor, 7th Main, HRBR Layout, 

2nd Block, Kalyan Nagar, Bangalore 560 043 
Karnataka, INDIA 


Phone: +91-80-25452617 
Email: contact@apewo,org 
Website; apewo.org 
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